ST. AUGUSTINE’S PARISH
58 Sydenham Street Dundas, Ontario, L9H 2T9
Phone: (905) 628-2880, Fax: (905) 628-1202, www.staugustinesparish.ca
November 23, 2009
Dear Parents and Candidates: 
Our young people of St. Augustine’s Parish will have the opportunity to receive the sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, April 18, 2010, with Bishop Douglas Crosby, OMI of the diocese of Corner Brook and Labrador.
2:00 p.m. for student from St. Bernadette’s school 
4:30 p.m. for students from St. Augustine’s school & Correspondence Students
Confirmation is a parish celebration and brings to completion your child’s baptism. When a small child is baptized, the parents assume full responsibility, “…to bring them up in the practice of the faith.” Confirmation marks a point where the child assumes greater responsibility for its own faith life. Parents want to help their children to understand the importance of Confirmation as a step forward and encourage them to prepare well for the sacrament. The following is some information to assist you.

CONFIRMATION is a Sacrament instituted by Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

It is an outward sign of a real spiritual event and action of God, signaling the interacting of God with His people. The Sacraments were given to the Church, "Christ's Faithful".  By these God-actions we become members of God’s people and recognize His presence in our lives. The Sacrament of Confirmation is the Third and final Sacrament of Initiation (Baptism and Eucharist being the first two) whereby we become fully initiated members of the Church. The rite of baptism reminds parents to be, "…living examples of Faith to your children, …being the first teachers of your children in the ways of Faith."
· ENROLMENT is a formal step by which each Confirmation candidate expresses his or her desire to assume a mature role in the life of the Church. Candidates ask themselves to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation during a special enrollment ceremony, which takes place at mass before the congregation. This year the enrollment ceremony will take place on Saturday, November 28, at the 5:30 p.m.  Mass or on Sunday, November 29, at the 9:00 or 10:30 a.m. Mass. (which ever Mass the candidate chooses) 
· RETREAT: Our Confirmation candidates will have a full day of prayer, reflection, and preparation for their Confirmation before their confirmation.
· APPLICATION & BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE: All Confirmation candidates are required to fill out the application form and give their baptism information. Candidates who were not baptized at St. Augustine’s will require a Baptismal Certificate to be handed in to the School or Rectory along with the application form.

· SPONSOR: A sponsor must be a practicing Catholic who is confirmed. The sponsor can be a confirmed bother or sister but not one of the candidate's parents. They must be in their 16th year of age at the time of the Confirmation or older.
· CONFIRMATION NAME: The practice of choosing a distinct Confirmation name continues. However, one may use their baptismal name. The confirmation name is to be a Christian name.

· DRESS: “Sunday Best” is the common suggestion; dress-up yet modest and simple is fine.
Fr. Curtin

